
THE BIBLE IN WORLD HISTORY 

Biblical events • writers & prophets • major events happening in the wider world 

ERA BIBLICAL EVENTS WRITERS & PROPHETS WORLD HISTORY 

~2000- 
1500 BC 

PATRIARCHS 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob & Joseph 
Joseph goes to Egypt 

Job - placed in this era 

 
Egyptian Middle Kingdom 
Code of Hammurabi in Babylon 

~1500- 
1000 BC 

EXODUS & JUDGES 
Moses leads the Exodus 
Israel settles in Canaan 

Moses • Joshua • Samuel 
Traditional associations include Judges & 
Ruth 

New Kingdom Egypt 
Trojan War 
Bronze Age Collapse 

~1000- 
586 BC 

KINGS & KINGDOM 
Saul • David • Solomon 
Temple built • Kingdom divides 

David • Solomon  
Jonah • Amos • Hosea • Isaiah • Micah 
Nahum • Zephaniah • Habakkuk • Jeremiah 

Neo-Assyrian Empire rises 
First Olympics (776 BC) 
Rome founded (753 BC) 

~586- 
330 BC 

EXILE & RETURN 
Jerusalem falls to Babylon 
Return under Cyrus • Temple 
rebuilt 

Jeremiah • Ezekiel • Daniel 
Haggai • Zechariah • Malachi 
Ezra • Nehemiah 

Babylonian then Persian 
dominance 
Cyrus the Great • Classical 
Greece 
Confucius & Buddha 

~330- 
1 BC 

INTERTESTAMENTAL ERA 
Maccabean Revolt 
Period between the Testaments 

No biblical books traditionally dated to this 
period 
in the Protestant canon 

Alexander the Great 
Hellenistic kingdoms 
Rise of Roman Republic 

~1- 
100 AD 

NEW TESTAMENT ERA 
Life of Jesus • Early Church 
Paul's missionary journeys 

Matthew • Mark • Luke • John 
Paul • James • Peter • Jude 
Hebrews - author uncertain 

Roman Empire 
Augustus & Tiberius 
Jerusalem destroyed (AD 70) 

 


