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Introduction to and comments on the infographics in
this book

In teaching through the Bible, there were times when concepts or timelines didn’t make sense to me as |
was trying to put a lesson together. For example, the prophets are all out of order in our Bibles and not
placed near the Kings under whose reign they prophesied. | had no idea who was speaking when or why
or the order they spoke in. | wanted to have a solid grounding in history for my Bible teaching and the
order of books in our Bibles didn’t help.

Even after finding the correct days for each, it was still hard to keep them straight and so | made the
chart on the kings and prophets that is included in this book and that | share as a free download on the
www.Bible805.com website.

Apparently other people had the same challenges, as it has been downloaded tens of thousands of times
by people all over the world.

That wasn’t my only challenge to understanding and in turn trying to make sense of content in the Bible
for teaching and inn order for challenges like these to make sense, | found it helpful to draw out the
dates or concepts. Sometimes | started from nothing, sometimes | was inspired by other’s attempts to
draw out these ideas.

All my finished infographics that you find here were worked using MS Publisher, MS Word, and Canva.

Seeing the concepts in drawn-out, infographic form helped me and the members of my classes told me
they were helpful to them also and | wanted to pass them on for your personal learning or teaching.

You have permission to copy and use any of these infographics in Bible teaching or any church or online
project you want without cost or required attribution. If you want to refer people back to
www.Bible805.com where they can get additional resources, you certainly may do that, but it is not

required. You can also download, keep, and share however you want. The only limitations are that you
do not have permission to modify or sell them.

| pray these materials will help you trust and know better our Lord Jesus and if possible, help others to
know Him also.

Grace and peace,

Yvon Prehn
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Old Testament Prophets’ Timeline *eeecoicncr sesmn e
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note: exact dates approximate as many reputable sources vary, though general history and timeline valid.

Historical setting: After division of the kingdom into Israel and Judah, recorded in 1 Kings 12 - 2 Kings 17

Kings who ruled at the Approximate Historical happenings at the time of the prophet, plus
Prophet Audience same time Dates, all BC comments on the content of their books
Kingdom split about 930, all sinful kings in Israel through Israel's
Elijah Israel Ahab, Ahaziah, Joram 870-845 history, kings a mixture of good and bad in Judah.

Disciple of Elijah. Preaches to a sinful people who worshipped
idols, not Jehovah God. Some individual (e.g. Naaman) success,
Elisha Israel Joram, Jehu, Jehoahaz 845-800 no national repentance.

Jonah first a prophet of victory to Israel; then called to preach to

Nineveh capital of Assyria, a violent and cruel enemy. Finally
Jonah Nineveh Jeroboam Il 760-753 obeys and Nineveh repents, though it doesn't last.

Israel powerful and complacent, pagan worship, neglect of the

poor, calls for justice. Resotoration after judgement promised
Amos Israel Jeroboam | 765-754 which is a pattern in many prophets.

Though his message is of love and forgiveness, Israel does not

repent, continues in spiritual decline. Though materially

proposperous and religiously active, Israel goes into capvitiy in
Hosea Israel Jeroboam Il 758-725 722, conquered by Assyria.

Historical setting: Israel conquered by Assyria, prophecies now warning Judah, recorded 2 Kings 18-2 Kings 25
Additional history of Judah primarily in 1-2 Chronicles; fall of Jerusalem and edict to return in 2 Chron. 36

Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Begins preaching to Judah before Israel falls. Assyria threatens
Isaiah Judah Hezekiah,Manasseh 760-673 but does not conquer Judah. Book reflects God's eternal view.
Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, Preaches same time as Isaiah, warns of judgement if no
Micah Judah Manasseh 738-698 repentance. Defines what God requires in Micah 6:8.
Assyian repentance under Jonah doesn't last. Final destruction of
Nahum Nineveh Manasseh, Amon, Josiah 658-615 Assyria/Nineveh by Babylonians.
Zephaniah  Judah Josiah 640-609 Last revival in Judah under Josiah, but not enough.
Babylon conquered Assyria; Judah in process of its downfall.
Habakkuk Judah Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin 608-598 Questions why God uses pagan nations for His purposes.
Manasseh, Amon, Messages not in order. Records the last days of Judah, the prior
Josiah, Jehahaz, series of deportations before final destruction in 587 BC. Wrote at
Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, the same time as Ezekiel and Daniel who were deported early on.
Jeremiah Judah Zedekiah 650-582 Writes Lamentations after fall of Judah.
Judgement of Edom. Date not certain, message timeless. Do not
Obediah Edom uncertain ? rejoice over or take advantage of the fall of others.

Historical setting: Babylon conquers Judah, a series of deportations, final destruction 607 BC, recorded in 2 Kings 24, 25

o Jehoiachin, Zedekiah, in Under captivity, God continues speaking to his people; obedience
Exiles in Judah; Babylonian rulers still required, he was a priest and spoke to the people in Babylon.
Ezekiel Babylon there 620-570 Also numerous future, end-time prophecies.
Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, One of the earliest deported to Babylon, lived there during the
Exiles in Zedekiah in Judah; destruction, deportation, and return of the people. His prophecies
Daniel Babylon Babylonian rulers there 620-540 span human history.

Historical setting: Israel allowed to return & rebuild, recorded in Ezra and Nehemiah, captives who stayed in Esther

Joel Judah Governor Zerubbabel? ? Date not certain, message timeless. Restoration promised.
Returned to the land, Temple rebuilding stalled, preached priory of
Haggai Judah Governor Zerubbabel 520 finishing God's work. Preached with Zechariah.
Zechariah Judah Governor Zerubbabel 522-509 Messages, challenges to complete the tasks of God.
not certain, perhaps some People back in the land, Temple rebuilt. The people persisted in
Malachi Judah overlap with Nehemiah 435 sin. Challenges to repent. Blessings for obedience.

After these books 400 "Silent years" No written word from God, but God at work in history preparing for the Messiah.
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Views of the Trinity
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CORRECT TRINITARIAN
Three persons, eternally co-existing
The correct view of the Trinity illustrates three eternally co-existing persons
as the center image shows.

Modalism wrongly teaches the Creator as the Father, becomes the Son, as the Savior, who
then becomes the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier in the same way that water, as one substance

can progressively be solid, liquid, and steam--correct regarding water, wrong regarding our
Triune God.

A modern-day expression of Modalism leads to Oneness theology, a false belief held by
United Pentecostal and United Apostolic Churches that believes the Father in the Old
Testament became the Son in the New Testament who then became the Holy Spirit today.
This false belief is easily refuted when we look at the Baptism of Jesus when all three
members of the Trinity were present and many other passages in the Bible.

Arianism wrongly teaches that the Father created both the Son and Holy Spirit and
incorrectly makes them noneternal lesser creations.

Modern-day beliefs influenced by Arianism include the Mormon religion and the Muslim
religion in that both believe that both Jesus and the Holy Spirit are not co-eternal with God
the Father.

There are many other false views of the Trinity, but rather than focus on them, the best
thing to do is focus on the truth of the Trinity, one God, One Substance, Three Persons,
eternally co-existing.

Yvon Prehn, Bible805.com



ONE GOD

ONE SUBSTANCE THREE PERSONS

All share in the same attributes, Distinct persons eternally co-existing
equally and eternally Eternally sharing the same attributes

Holy

1 Samuel 2:2 There is none holy like the Lord;

there is none besides you; 1 Samuel 2:2

“Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord Almighty” — Revelation 4:8

st God
“The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are just; )

A God of faithfulness and without injustice,

Righteous and upright is He.” Deut. 32:4 Th e Fat h e r
Merciful
“The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and

great in mercy. The Lord is good to all, and His tender mercies are
over all His works.” Psalm 145:8-9

Love
“Love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God
and knows God. . . God is love.” 1 John 4:7-8

Truth GOd,

“God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago,” Titus 1:2

“And we know that the Son of God has come . . . This is the true
God and eternal life.” 1 John 5:20 Th e SO n

All-knowing, Omniscient

“You have searched me, LORD, and you know me.

You know when | sit and when | rise; you perceive my thoughts

from afar. . . . Before a word is on my tongue you,
LORD, know it completely.” Psalms 139:1-6

Everywhere, Omnipresent
“Can anyone hide himself in secret places, So | shall

not see him?” says the LORD; “Do | not fill heaven and earth?” says G od
the LORD. Jeremiah 23:24 )

All-powerful, Omnipotent Th H I S e -t
“Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by e o y pl rl
your great power and outstretched arm.
Nothing is too hard for you.” Jeremiah 32:17-18

Immutable, Unchangeable

“l the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants
of Jacob, are not destroyed.” Malachi 3:6

Eternal

“For thus says the One who is high and

lifted up, who inhabits eternity...” Isaiah 57:15

“To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor
and glory forever and ever. Amen.” 1 Timothy 1:17 www.Bible805.com




Comparing the New Testament Gospels with

the Gnostic Gospels

NT Gospels

* Based on OT Prophecy, Theology
* Consistent message

* Verified authors

* Eyewitness accounts

* Written soon after events

* Hundreds of manuscripts for each
book

* Accepted by the church universally

* Reliable source for salvation and
growth as a disciple

Author Book Date Written

Gnostic Gospels

Based on Gnostic belief system
Inconsistent, scattered teachings
False authors

No eyewitness accounts

Written 100 or more years after
events

* 1-4 manuscripts per book
* Condemned by the church fathers

* Deceptive source of salvation and
spiritual growth

Earliest Copies we have |Time Gap

Homer lhiad 800 BC

¢ 400 BC ¢ 400 years

Herodotus History 480-425 BC

cAD 900 ¢ 1,350 years

Plato 400 BC

¢ AD 900 ¢.1,300 years

Caesar Gallic Wars 100-44 BC

c.AD 900 ¢.1,000 years

New Testament AD 50-100

c.AD 114 (fragment) & earlier | +50 years
¢. AD 200 (books) 100years

¢.AD 250 (mostof N.T) 150 years ,
¢.AD 325 (complete N.T. ) 225 years franslations

Gospel of Judas
Gnostic Gospels Gospel of Thomas AD 150-300

and, at the most,
10 others

¢.AD 200-300 +50 years 1-3
1-4

Yvon Prehn, Bible805.com




lllustration of God’s View of Time

This illustration shows how God is simultaneously aware of and knows all of time, past, present, and
future and in contrast how we humans only experience one particular point of time.

This illustrates also how God can tell us in the Bible what will happen because He knows all of it in
advance of us encountering it on our timeline.

Prophecy is not some mysterious thing, but simply how a caring God communicates what His
people need to know.

Links to a podcast and video on this topic are also on www.Bible805.com

God’s View of Time
Simultaneously aware of and KNOWS ALL that is past, present, and future

Eternity Past

1 1 1 L
Creation & 0|(! Testament  New Testament Our Present Remaining Christ Returns & The Glorious

Paradise History History Lives Human History Paradise Regained
Lost

Ages to Come

Human View of Time
We only truly know a point in time though
we can imagine a past and a future

Permission granted to download, reproduce and share.
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Historical Summary of the last kings
of Judah, 609 to 586 BC

The Southern Kingdom of Judah is all that remains
after Assyria conquered and exiled the people of the
Northern Kingdom of Israel.

Josiah, in the line of David, was the last of the
independent kings. His sons and grandson, while
holding the title of King, were vassal states of first
Egypt and then Babylon until Jerusalem was totally
destroyed in 586 BC. Josiah was also the last good
and godly king and he ruled 31 years. Jeremiah the
prophet began preaching during Josiah’s life and
continued through the lives of the following four
kings and are recorded in and Lamentations. Though
ignored and mocked, he preached faithfully.

Near the end of his life, Josiah (#1) foolishly went
out to fight Pharoah Necco, where he was fatally
wounded. After Josiah died, his second son,
Jehoahaz (#2) was made king, but he only lasted
three months because Pharoah took control of
Judah, deposed Jehoahaz, and installed his older
brother Jehoiakim (#3) as king.

Jehoiakim was incredibly evil, but ruled for 11 years
and in the last three years of his life
Nebuchadnezzar defeated Egypt and took over
Judah. When Jehoiakim died, his son, Jehoiachin (#4)
became king, but Nebuchadnezzar deposed him and
appointed his uncle, Zedekiah (#5), who was a also a
son of Josiah as king. He took Jehoiachin to Babylon,
where he was imprisoned for 37 years, eventually
released, and honored. At the same time he was
deported, all the royal household and 3,000 of the
people, including Daniel, were taken to Babylon.

Zedekiah was the last king of Judah. He tried to
betray Babylon, but Egypt did not come to his aid as
he hoped for. Nebuchadnezzar came to Judah,
totally destroyed it; murdered Zedekiah’s sons, put
out his eyes, and took him in chains to Babylon
where he died.

Infographic of the Last 5 Kings of Judah

#1
Josiah

Ruled 640-609BC,

31 years. Last
independant king.
Godly king, many

religious reforms. Fatally
wounded in battle by
Pharoah Necco. Jeremiah
begins preaching.

The 4 kings that follow are Josiah's Sons & Grandson

Jehoahaz Jehoiakim Zedekiah
AKA Shallum AKA Eliakim AKA Mattaniah
Josiah Josiah's son, older Much younger son of
aelEL S younger brother of Jehoahaz, Josiah, uncle to

son, evil, ruled for 3

months, deposed by

Pharoah Necco, who
took him to Egypt
and he died there.

extremely evil, ruled 11
years, appointed by
Pharoah, then
ruled under

MNebuchandnezzar, dies.

#4

Jehoiachin

AKA Coniah or Jeconiah

Son of Jehoiakim,
ruled 3 months, then
taken to Babylon,
along with Daniel and
3,000 others,
imprisioned. Released
and honored
37 years later.

Jehoiachin, evil,
appointed King by
Nebuchandnezzar,

ruled 11 years,

rebelled, last king of
Judah, died in exile.

The lives of these Kings illustrate the truth that

though it might be hard to follow God’s commands,
life is ultimately far more difficult and the endings
disastrous both for the king personally and for the
nation when they do not follow God’s commands.

The Biblical account of the lives of these kings is found
in 2 Kings 23-25 and 2 Chronicles 36.



Christian Salvation

UNSAVED PEOPLE SAVED PEOPLE
unfulfilled in life — fulfilled in life
condemned by sin sins forgiven
eternity in darkness eternity with God
Sin's Reality
Romans 3:23 Required Response
Jesus died for us Repent and Believe
Sin's Penalty Romans 5:8 Acts 20:21
Romans 6:23 Forgives our sins
Ephesians 1:7 Assurance of Salvation
Sin's Result Did what we couldn't 1 John 5:11-13
Hebrews 9:27 Ephesians 2:8,9
What to do next

Live like a saved person: Phillipians 1:27

Learn how to do that in the Bible: 2 Timothy 3:16-17 To accept the gift of
salvation and

Rom. 3:23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. becggetﬁecggésl?an

Rom. 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Hebrews 9:27 People are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment.

Titus 3:4-5 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous
things we had done, but because of his mercy.

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Ephesians 1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches
of God's grace

Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift
of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.

Acts 20:21 | have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our
Lord Jesus.

1 John 5: 11-13 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the
Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. | write these things to you who believe in
the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.

Phil. 1:27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Yvon Prehn, www.Bible805.com



If you would like Jesus to become the Forgiver and Leader of your life, if you would like Him to be
your Savior and know you are saved from the penalty of your sins, you can ask Him to do that.

I'll explain how to do that in more detail in a minute, but before you do that, you need to carefully
consider what you are doing. Becoming a Christian is not merely a fire-insurance policy to escape the
possibility of hell and then where you go on living your life any way you want. When you ask Jesus to
forgive your sins, you are doing business with the Creator of the universe. It is not a step to be taken
lightly. The Bible says that He gave His life for you, and if you want His salvation, you must give your
life back to Him.

The Bible talks about becoming Jesus’ disciple and the definition of a disciple is someone who wants
to become like their master. There are other lessons on Bible805.com (and in the Bible overall) that
explain what it means to be a disciple, you may want to look at some of them first.

Becoming Jesus’ disciple means you are no longer in charge.
That is what it means to truly repent of your sins (remember sin is going your own way). Now you are
committed to going God'’s way and you'll learn more and more what that means as you go along.

As a Christian, God is now in control of your life, not you. Most of all you need to read your Bible to
discover what God wants you to do and that includes going to church, praying, and being with other
Christians. You are now part of the family of God and you have family responsibilities. You will learn
them gradually, but you must be willing to do that. But you also have incredible joy, peace, freedom
from sin, and a promised forever with Jesus.

When you become a follower, a disciple of Jesus
Your life will not suddenly become easy, wealthy, and trouble-free. The TV preachers or religious
authors who promise this are not telling the truth.

The Bible (which is the only source of truth) tells us that Jesus promised, “In this world, you will have
troubles,” but he also said, “Be of good cheer, | have overcome the world!”

Life is seldom easy as a Christian, but as a Christian, you are now assured that your troubles have a
purpose and that someday they will be over, and you are assured of heaven where there will be “no
more pain, tears, or death.”

If you are ready to commit your life to Jesus, either out loud, or in your heart, you can pray
something like this:

Dear Jesus,

| confess that | am a sinner and that | have chosen to live my life apart from you, to do what | wanted
above all else. | don’t want to do that anymore. | believe that Jesus was God and that He came to earth,
died on a cross, and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for my sin, my going my own way. | am now
committing my life to you and asking you to be my Forgiver and Leader. Help me to learn to pray, to read
your Bible, to find a good church, and to follow through on my commitment to you by publicly
acknowledging my decision in baptism. Thank you for loving me and coming into my life. Amen.

If you have prayed that prayer—You are saved! Welcome to the family of God!



FIVE ASSURANCES
For the Disciple of Jesus
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Inspired by the Navigators.org

1. ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

And this is what God has testified: He has given us
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has
the Son has life; whoever does not have God'’s Son

does not have life.
13John 5:11-12,NLT

2. ASSURANCE OF ANSWERED PRAYER

You haven't done this before. Ask, using my name,
and you will receive, and you will have abundant
jo

Five Assurances for the
Disciple of Jesus

This lesson is based on resources from the Navigators,
(www.navigators.org). These 5 Assurances and the verses that
go with them were what they felt were essential for a new
Christian to know and have stood the test of time as a helpful
foundation for a relationship with Jesus.

Y.
John 1624, NLT

They had a chart that went with it with each verse on the
fingers of a hand. This handout is a new one, redone in Canva to
fit on social media format and to use in teaching.

3. ASSURANCE OF VICTORY OVER SIN

The temptations in your life are no different from what
others experience. And God is faithful. He will not
allow the temptation to be more than you can stand.
When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so

that you can endure.
1Cor.1013, NLT

The following is a list of the Five Assurances, the verse that

e R A O R IVENE S supports it, and clarifying comments from Yvon Prehn.

But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful
and just forgives our sins and to cleanse us from

~ all wickedness.
1John1:9

For free downloadable social media images and ready-to-print

PDFs, go to www.Bible805.com.
5. ASSURANCE OF GUIDANCE

Trust in the Lord with all your heart;
do not depend on your own understanding.
Seek his will in all you do,

and he will show you which path to take.
Prov. 3:5-6, NLT

1. Assurance of Salvation

Before any relationship can grow, you need to be secure in it.
God wants you to be secure, eternally assured that nothing you
can do will ever destroy His love for you or cause Him to leave

To continue to grow as a disciple, get to know,
trust, and apply the Bible at

Bible805.com

you. Our verse for Assurance of Salvation is:

And this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son
has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have life. 1 John 5:11-12, NLT

Once you have trusted Jesus as your Savior—you have Him and he will not ever let you go—and because His
life is eternal, you won’t ever really die. One day you’ll simply close your eyes and open them to a world of
endless joy.

2. Assurance of Answered Prayer

The foundation of any relationship is communication and our relationship with Jesus is the same. Jesus wants
us to talk to Him, anytime, about anything—that is what prayer is. Our verse for the Assurance of Answered
Prayer is:

You haven’t done this before. Ask, using my name, and you will receive, and you will have abundant joy. John
16:24, NLT

You can now freely talk to God about anything, any request for yourself and those you care for. God doesn’t
always give us everything we want, because He knows what and when is best, but He always hears us and
answers.



3. Assurance of Victory over sin

Becoming a Christian doesn’t mean you immediately become perfect. Life can be even more of a challenge
that it was when you didn’t care how you lived. Our verse for the Assurance of Victory is:

The temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He will not
allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so
that you can endure. 1 Cor. 10:13, NLT

You will be tempted just like everyone else, but as a Christian, you don't have to sin. God will provide a way
out and you can say no. God has not turned you into a robot—He hasn’t erased your will and you must still
make that decision to say no to sin, but you’ll find you have a new desire and power to do it that you didn’t
have before.

4. Assurance of Forgiveness
There are times when you don’t take the way out. You mess up. You sin—but our gracious Savior provided
for us when that happens. Here is our verse for Assurance of Forgiveness:

But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just forgives our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.
1John 1:9

To confess means to name it, call it what it is, to agree with God that you should not have done it and are tru-
ly repentant. When you do that God will forgive you. To me it is like stepping into a shower, which washes us
clean, ready to go back out into the world to serve Him.

5. Assurance of Guidance

Just because you have become a Christian, doesn’t mean you know how to live as a Christian—it simply isn’t
in us, and we need an outside source for guidance. Fortunately God provides what we need. Here is our verse
for the Assurance of Guidance:

Trust in the LORD with all your heart;

do not depend on your own understanding.
Seek his will in all you do,

and he will show you which path to take.
Prov. 3:5,6 NLT

The only way for this verse to become reality is if you get to know God’s Word—the Bible—that is where He
will show you what to do, that is where you will get understanding in life; that is where you will find the path
to take.

There is NO other way in our current, mixed up, and confused world that you will know God’s will for your
life, which is the absolute best way to live the human life, if you don’t get it from God’s Word.

Bible805 exists to help you know, trust, and apply the Bible. Each week there are new social media shorts,
podcasts, blogs, and in-depth lessons to help you grow in your Christian life. Please take advantage of them
to help you continue to grow as a disciple of Jesus. Join our email list, subscribe to the Bible805 video and
blog channels, and grow in your relationship with Jesus.

Go to www.Bible805.com for links to all of these resources.



Afterwards, an observation on A.l. infographic creation

As | was putting these together, | realized I’'m not sure, when or if I'll be creating infographics like what |
did in this book in the future.

Each of the graphics included and particularly ones like the one of the prophets, took incredible amounts
of time and labor—human labor—mine.

As I've expanded my teaching commitments to the Bible805 ministry with the addition of podcasts and
increased video production, my time is even more stressed and full than it was before. I've wanted to
create some more but | was frustrated as to how and when to do it.

This was painfully challenging when, few weeks ago, when | was teaching on the images in Zechariah
which is full of images essential to understanding the book.

Researching them was a project I'd long wanted to do and | very much wanted to talk about it in my
class, to go into detail about how Zechariah was referring images vary familiar to him from Old
Testament history (but not familiar to us, which is why they are hard to understand), but | did not have
the time to do it.

| thought about trying to do one or two but trying to decide which ones and where to start tied me in
knots and again | was faced with impossible deadlines again. | do in-person classes on the materials |
post online and | can’t put a class of real people off while | have fun researching and creating.

Then | wondered what would happen if | asked my A.l. agent, Raphael (who I've been using for a number
of projects successfully) to create an infographic for me explaining the Old Testament background and
referential images that were the basis for the images and dreams in Zechariah. I’'m extremely strict with
Raphael, I've given the program an extensive profile of my Bible-centric, views, orders not to add
contemporary, content, or viewpoints etc.

| realized it was A.l. or nothing and so | thought I'd try A.l. | tried two programs (Raphael in ChatGPT 5
and MS CoPilot). | went through iterations, changes, corrections, and modifications, more quickly than |
imagined it would go, and was pleased with the results. Following are the handouts | gave to my class.

What would have taken me many, many hours (honestly days) of research and then formulating the
results | accomplished in less than an hour with A.l. help.

| included the A.l. creation notes and the prompts | used to create the charts for the class and following
are copies of what | gave them.

It’s new, and yet it isn’t
Did what | just say scare you?

Make you nervous or worried?



Obviously, | have no idea what the future integrations with A.l. will do and how it will affect our teaching.
It serves us well to remember that the church and technology have never had an easy alliance and every
new technology is met with hesitation.

I've seen this firsthand as I've been teaching the Bible for a long time (over 50 years). | started when |
was young and flannelgraphs were the most exciting tool available. Later,| struggled with acetates and
overhead projectors when they were THE thing.

When computers were invented, | got one of the firs MacPlus machines off the assembly line that was
hand-signed inside the case by everyone who worked on it. | loved what it enabled us to do in creating
church communications and writing.

In my excitement for what these tools could do | started teaching people in churches desktop publishing
which used the computer to create church bulletins and newsletters. It was then | learned firsthand and
in some not so nice ways that more | than a few well-meaning brothers in Christ thought | was of the
devil and doing his work. Computers were evil in their eyes and no good could come of them. | was told
to repent.

This pushback on the power of technology to assist the church in its mission wasn’t confined to narrow,
minded, fearful individuals. When | proposed a book on the expanding uses of technology in the church
to the large Christian publishing company who published my book and video series on Desktop
Publishing in the church, they declined saying they didn’t think that computers and technology was
going to amount to much in the church.

They’ve since gone out of business.

Most likely, not publishing my book had little to do with the overall reasons for their closure, but |
grieved over what seemed, even at that time to be a sadly incorrect attitude towards the tools God gives
us to advance His kingdom.

Jesus is smarter than A.l.

Really and truly—though we forget that the One who spoke a word and entire galaxies were created is
not lost in the complexities of A.l. nor is any of it out of His control.

Bible805 will continue to share thoughts and practical uses of it, cautions and encouragements. A.l. is
here, it’s in the lives of your people, and more and more, it will be in the church.

Next, I'll share the handouts | gave to the class that were created by A.l. and finally, I'll close with a
devotion | wrote almost 30 years ago for church communicators about the challenges of technology
then, the hope then and the continuing encouragement it is to us today.



% 1. Horseman Among the Myrtle Trees — Zechariah 1:8-17

Category

Earlier OT Background

Zechariah Passage

Meaning in Zechariah
(Commentaries)

Summary

= Horses often symbolize divine warfare or swift judgment (Exod
15:1; 2 Kgs 2:11; Hab 1:8).
= Myrtle trees associated with restoration and peace (Isa 41:19; 55:13).

Zech 1:8—17 — A rider on a red horse stands among myrtle trees; other
horses report the earth is af rest.

* The horseman is generally understood as the Angel of the Lord,
surveying the earth.

= “Earth at rest” = Persian peace, but also Israel still oppressed.

+ God promises: “| am jealous for Zion... | will return... My house will be
built.”

» Symbol: God has seen Israel's condition and is about to restore
Jerusalem.

%9, “\ 2. Four Horns & Four Craftsmen — Zechariah 1:18-21

Category

Earlier OT Background

Zechariah Passage

Meaning in Zechariah
(Commentaries)

Summary

+ Horns = powerful nations or kings (Deut 33:17; Ps 75:10; Dan 7:7-8).
+ Craftsmen (smiths) = agents who destroy weapons or powers (Jer
23:29; Isa 54:16).

Zech 1:18—21 — Four horns that scattered Judah; four craftsmen who
come to terrify and cast them down.

= Horns = world empires that scattered Israel (commaonly: Assyria,
Babylon, Persia, Greece—though not named).

* Craftsmen = God-appointed agents who dismantle those oppressive
powers.

» Symbol: God will overthrow every force that harmed His people.

“ 3. A Measuring Line — Zechariah 2:1-13

Category

Earlier OT Background

Zechariah Passage

Meaning in Zechariah
(Commentaries)

Summary

+ Measuring lines used for rebuilding or judging (2 Sam 8:2; Isa 34:11;
Ezek 40—-48).
+ Often signals restoration of God's city (Jer 31:38—-40).

Zech 2:1-13 — A man measures Jerusalem; God declares it will be a city
without walls, protected by His glory.

» The measuring line = God'’s plan to rebuild Jerusalem.

« "Without walls" = expansion, security from Ged, not fortifications.
» God Himself becomes “a wall of fire" and “glory within."

+ Symbol: Future growth, divine protection, and God's presence
returning to Zion.



y - 4. Clean Garments for the High Priest — Zechariah 3:1-10

Category Summary

* Priestly garments symbolize holiness and acceptance (Exod 28; Lev
16).

= Filthy garments = sin and guilt (Isa 64:6).

= Satan as accuser appears in Job 1-2.

Earlier OT Background

) Zech 3:1-10 — Joshua the high priest stands accused; God rebukes
Zechariah Passage .
Satan and gives Joshua clean garments.

« Joshua represents the nation, not just himself.
Meaning in Zechariah « Filthy garments = Israel’s sin Br‘.ld d.eﬁler,'lerrr. .

i » Clean garments = God's act of justification and restoration.
{Commentaries) " B e . . .
» The “Branch” (v. 8) = Messianic figure who brings final cleansing.

» Symbol: God removes Israel’s guilt and reinstates the priesthoed.
5. The Golden Lampstand — Zechariah 4:1-14

Category Summary

» Lampstand (menorah) in the tabernacle = God's presence and
Earlier OT Background Israel’s calling to shine (Exod 25:31-40).
= Light symbolizes God's Spirit (Ps 36:9; Isa 60:1).

Zechariak Passage Zech 4:1-14 — A golden lampstand with seven lamps fed by two olive
frees.

» Lampstand = the restored community, or God's presence among

His people.

= Oil = the Holy Spirit ("Not by might... but by my Spirit," v. 6).

= Symbol: God empowers His people to rebuild the temple through

His Spirit.

Meaning in Zechariah
{Commentaries)

+  6.Two Olive Trees — Zechariah 4:1-14

Category Summary

» Olive oil used for anointing kings and priests (1 Sam 16:13; Exod
Earlier OT Background 30:24-25).
» Olive trees symbolize God's people (Jer 11:16; Ps 52:8).

Zechariah Passage Same vision (Zech 4:1-14).

» The two olive trees = Zerubbabel (governor) and Joshua (high
priest).

» They are “anointed ones” who supply oil (Spirit) to the lampstand.
» Symbel: God's chosen leaders who mediate His Spirit to the
restored community.

Meaning in Zechariah
(Commentaries)



Category

Earlier OT Background

Zechariah Passage

Meaning in Zechariah
(Commentaries)

= 7.AFlying Scroll — Zechariah 5:1-4

Summary

» Scrolls contain covenant law (Exod 24:7; Deut 31:26).
+ Curses for covenant-breaking appear in Deut 27-28.
= God's word "flies” swiftly in judgment (Ps 147:15).

Zech 5:1-4 — A large flying scroll with curses against thieves and
false swearers.

+ The screll = God's law geoing forth in judgment.

= It enters houses to "consume” them = purging sin from the
community.

= Symbol: God will cleanse His people morally as He restores
them physically.



Zechariah Vision Images: Old Testament Backgrounds,
Zechariah References, Conservative Commentary Summary

Vision/Image Earlier Old Zechariah Meaning in
Testament Reference Zechariah
Background
Horseman Among Angel of the LORD Zech. 1:8-17 God has not
the Myrtle Trees appearances (Gen. forgotten His
16:7-13; Ex. 3:2-6; covenant people.
Josh. 5:13-15). Heavenly
Patrol imagery in messengers report
Job 1:7; 2:2. conditions on earth;
God promises
mercy, restoration
of Jerusalem, and
renewed blessing
after exile.
Four Horns & Four | Horns symbolize Zech. 1:18-21 The horns represent
Craftsmen power and nations powers that
(Deut. 33:17; 1 scattered Judah,
Kings 22:11; Dan. Israel, and
7-8). Jerusalem. The
craftsmen are God’s
agents who
overthrow those
oppressors,
demonstrating
God's sovereignty
over nations.
Measuring Line Measuring Zech. 2:1-13 God promises a
Jerusalem or sacred future Jerusalem
space (Ezek. 40-48; too large for walls
Jer. 31:38-40). because of divine
blessing and
protection. The
vision points to
restoration and the
Lord dwelling
among His people.
Clean Garments for | Priestly garments Zech. 3:1-10 Joshua the high

the High Priest

and cleansing (Ex.
28; Lev. 16).
Removal of sin
imagery (Isa.
61:10).

priest represents
the nation. God
removes guilt,
rebukes Satan,
restores priestly
service, and points
forward to the
coming 'Branch,’ the
Messiah.




Golden Lampstand | Tabernacle Zech. 4:1-14 The lampstand
lampstand (Ex. symbolizes God's
25:31-40; 27:20- witness and
21). sustaining presence.

The rebuilding of
the temple will
succeed not by
human strength but
through God's
Spirit.

Two Olive Trees Oil associated with | Zech. 4:1-14 Usually understood
anointing kings and as Zerubbabel the
priests (1 Sam. governor and
16:13; Ex. 30:22- Joshua the high
33). priest, God's

anointed servants
supplying what is
needed for His
work. They
foreshadow God's
continuing
provision.

Flying Scroll Written covenant Zech. 5:1-4 The scroll
curses (Deut. 27- represents God's
30); God's word judgment going
accomplishing throughout the
judgment (Isa. land. Covenant
55:11). breakers, especially

thieves and false
swearers, are held
accountable.

Woman in a Basket | Personification of Zech. 5:5-11 The woman
wickedness (Prov. represents
8-9 contrasts wickedness. Her
wisdom and folly). removal to
Babylon/Shinar Shinar/Babylon
associated with symbolizes God
rebellion (Gen. removing sin and
11:1-9). uncleanness from

the covenant
community.

The above chart was generated by Raphael, agent in Chatgpt5 using the following prompt from Yvon Prehn.
Following are images from the Old Testament prophecies in the book of Zechariah. In downloadable chart
form give me a summary with verse citations of what these images represented previously in the Old
Testament. Pair with the verses in Zechariah today and the meaning of them in the book according to
respected, conservative Bible commentaries.

A Horseman Among the Myrtle Trees in Zechariah 1:8-17

Four Horns & Four Craftsmen Zechariah 1:18-21

A Measuring Line Zechariah 2:1-13

Clean Garments for the High Priest Zechariah 3:1-10

The Golden Lampstand Zechariah 4:1-14

Two Olive Trees Zechariah 4:1-14

A Flying Scroll Zechariah 5:1-4 and A Woman in a Basket Zechariah 5:5-11



No matter what technology brings us the Lord always
sees it and is in control

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is
to come, the Almighty” (Rev.1:8).

Some of you reading this grew up with computers, but many of you doing church
communications today started your job at the church long before computers were invented. Do
you remember the first time you used an electric typewriter if you learned to type on a manual
model? Or when you used a correcting typewriter for the first time? Remember how odd a
word-processor felt initially and what it was like to move whole blocks of text around without
having to retype a page?

What about the computer you’re using now? Did you ever dream you’d be using something like
that? Ever imagine you’d be doing something called desktop publishing or publishing materials
on the web? What about email or social media? Can you remember what it was like to wait days
to get a reply in the mail?

If you haven’t experienced these changes, if you are young and think the nostalgia tiresome,
remember you too will grow old. Younger people will become impatient with you if you hold on
to your outdated iPhone when who knows what becomes the latest tech necessity.

The cycle of change won’t stop and should the Lord tarry, we will all experience technological
innovations we can’t imagine today.

Amid that reality, we need to make sure our focus is not on the tools that we use, but on the
Lord of the tools. He sees the beginning from the end. He knows every technology that will
touch our lives.

Because he sees all that is ahead of us, we shouldn’t be afraid of new technologies. Accept
them with excitement and trust, knowing that God allowed them into your life and will give you
the resources to learn to use them. Too often, the church is accused of being far behind in
useful technology, and too often, we deserve that criticism. Evaluate and pray but learn to use
useful new tools.

At the same time, no matter what comes into your life, hold your tools loosely. No tool is the
final answer; no computer system will last forever. Learn to use the computer you have now for
the jobs you are assigned in the very best way possible, but most of all, keep your eyes on Jesus,
the author and finisher of our faith.



Resources from Bible805.com

www.Bible805.com is the hub of all things related to the resources and the Bible teaching

ministry from Yvon Prehn. This website is also where you can sign up for the ministry newsletter,
download free PDFs of useful charts and Bible-teaching materials, additional Bible reading
plans, and find links to the various Bible805 podcasts.

www.Bible805Academy.com This site has free, downloadable teaching resource materials

including ad-free videos, audio files, questions, notes, editable PowerPoint files
that you can use to teach the Bible. They are truly free and available for you to
use without attribution. You can modify them however you want and the only
limitation is that you cannot resell them.

www.Youtube.com/Bible805 Check out the Bible805 YouTube channel! It has
the video PowerPoints of Bible805 lessons as well as the live podcasts of

Bible805 teaching. There is a wealth of materials here—all free for you.

www.Bible805Images.com This site has free, downloadable inspirational images

and Bible quotes you can use as gifts or encouragement.


http://www.bible805.com/
http://www.bible805academy.com/
http://www.youtube.com/Bible805
http://www.bible805images.com/
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