
 

TIMELINE of the Return from Exile 
to the Close of the Old Testament 
The timeline of events when the Jews return from 
exile in Babylon can be confusing in that the books 
that describe them in our Bibles are not in historical 
order and the prophets who preached during this 
time are at the end of the Old Testament. 

In the historical timeline, the book of Esther takes 
place near the beginning of the book of Ezra. An initial 
return to the land took place before her story and 
another return to the land takes place after it. 

The prophets Haggai and Zechariah preach 
approximately 18 years after the first return to 
encourage the people to finish building the Temple. 
They had become discouraged and distracted and the 
prophet’s preaching encouraged them to finish the 
Temple. 

Though the Temple was rebuilt, the people needed 
spiritual rebuilding and God calls Ezra to take a much 
smaller group back to do that. 

His preaching challenges the people, but the walls are 
not rebuilt, and the city is filled with rubble. God calls 
Nehemiah to rebuilt and clean up the city of 
Jerusalem which he does. 

The prophet Malachi is preaching either somewhat 
earlier or at the same time Nehemiah is working and 
challenging the people. 

The Old Testament ends with the people never again 
serving pagan Gods, though as a nation they are not 
totally committed to worshipping the God who has 
cared for them through thousands of years. 




