
Comments on incorrect dating of Old Testament documents 

Though this chart was originally created to refute incorrect dating of the Old Testament views of Life After Death in a 
lesson on Job (see Bible805.com for it), it is useful in our discussion of how we got the Old Testament.  

Some writers, scholars, etc., because, I believe of an anti-supernaturalist presupposition assert the majority of Old Tes-
tament writings and particularly those of the prophets were written in “the Second Temple Period,” which if they were, 
would mean all prophecy was written AFTER the events took place.  

Though that may sound rational and scholarly on first reading, it contradicts the time stamps of the books themselves 
that state when they were written, Jewish tradition, and other reputable scholarship that dates them prior to their 
prophecies being fulfilled. 

In addition, when a casual reader comes across this once or twice, it seems plausible—but taken in aggregate, that 
would mean the majority of the Old Testament was written after 538 BC by unnamed, unverified writers, all around the 
same time in the same place though there is NO history, verifications, identification of any of them.  

A far more rational and logical conclusion is that the Old Testament prophecy was written when and by whom the Old 
Testament and credible scholarship states that it was.  


