a historical timeline of

The view of

Life after Death

in the Old Testament

675-725BC

Oddessy written

200BC

Book of Enoch written

70AD ',

Book of 4 Ezra Written

IN THE BEGINNING

God created humanity to walk with Him forever.
Sin brought death, but a Savior was promised
who would conquer death, Genesis. 1-3.

3384-3019 BC

The life of Enoch, who did not die, but was bodily
taken to the presence of God, Genesis 5:18-24.

1900-1700 BC

Time of Patriarchs, including Abraham and
Job, Job 19:25-27.

1000-850 OR SO BC

Time of David and others who came after him who
wrote Psalms, Ps. 73:26, P. 49:15, Ps. 23:6.

740-701BC

Isaiah the prophet preached and wrote many
passage about life after death and the coming
Kingdom of God, Isaiah 25:8.

620-538 BC

The prophet Daniel lived and wrote and prophesied
not only about final events on earth, but continuing
life after it Daniel 12:2.

538 BC

Construction of the Second Temple started.

Writing of the 39 books of the
Old Testament complete.

Resurrection of Jesus, definitive proof of
God's gracious gift of life after death,
1 Corinthians 15.
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Commentary on.......
The view of

Life after Death
in the Old Testament

Some secular scholars use non-biblical sources, such as the
Odyssey, 1 Enoch, and 4 Ezra to show that the views of the
Old Testament regarding life after death were developed
from these sources.

As this timeline clearly shows that is not true because each of
the opposing Old Testament citations that refer to life after
death and conscious, bodily resurrection was written
BEFORE before the secular sources were written.

Please go to www.Bible805.com for links to the specific
passages, lessons, podcasts, notes, and complete
information on the topic of Life after Death in the

Old Testament.

This is not a theological debate, but a simple matter

of correct dating and reading the historical manuscripts,
in this case, the Old Testament documents to correctly
conclude what and when the writers believed about life
after death.

The words of Jesus to those who do not believe the Old
Testament clearly taught the resurrection are as true
today as when he first spoke them, "You are in error
because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God,
(Matthew 22: 29)."

An important application to us is that if we do not want to
make errors in matters of eternal importance, we need to
know the Scriptures, read the Scriptures and

www.Bible 805 has free Bible reading
schedules and many additional resources
to help you do that.
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Created by Yvon Prehn, www.Bible805.com, please go to the site for additional resources that will help you read your Bible in Chronological order and
for more links to podcasts and videos on the topic of Life after Death in the Old Testament and many other topics. You many freely copy and use these
however you want.



ONE MORE NOTE:

EVEN if you moved Job, the prophets,
and Psalms to the latest dating
possible, the critics dating and

Commentary on.......

The chart that illustrates the
incorrect placement of Biblical
books

,‘nﬂuen ce Of If you move-d ALL the writings thajt testif.y to a! continu.oEJs be.Iief in .Iife
e IN THE BEGINNING after death in the Old Testament into this period, and it is quite unlikely
writi ngs God created humanity to walk with Him forever. that happened, they are still all written BEFORE the supposed influences.
St ,o" does no t Sin brought death, but a Savior w.as promised
whowodd conauer death, Genesis 1:3 IMPORTANCE BEYOND THIS ISSUE:
make sense. 3384-3019 BC This later dating view is primarily promoted by those with an anti-

The life of Enoch, who did not die, but was bodily
taken to the presence of God, Genesis 5:18-24.

1900-1700 BC

Time of Patriarchs, including Abraham and
Job, Job 19:25-27.

1000-850 OR SO BC

Time of David and others who came after him who
wrote Psalms, Ps. 73:26, P. 49:15, Ps. 23:6.

740-701 BC

Isaiah the prophet preached and wrote many
passage about life after death and the coming
Kingdom of God, Isaiah 25:8.

620-538 BC
The prophet Daniel lived and wrote and prophesied
not only about final events on earth, but continuing
life after it Daniel 12:2.

538BC

Construction of the Second Temple started.

When some critics say much of the OT was written.

supernational bias, meaning they don't believe in real prophecy, so they
say all prophecy was written after the fact. The time many choose to say
they were written is following the return from the Babylonian exile. Itis
also referred to as "the Second Temple Period" as that was the time the
temple was reconstructed after Solomon's temple was destroyed.

But their theories simply don't make sense on close examination. For
them to be true, it would mean that all the writers of the OT really didn't
live and write when Jewish and Christian history, documentary proof, and
archeological evidence (verified for thousands of years) says they did and
that all the writers bunched up at the same time, used fake names, and
wrote false prophecies. Goofy when you think about it.

| think this could only happen in modern times when many do not read all
the Old Testament or study it in historical order. So, if you read this or
that book was written hundreds of years later than biblical scholars say it
was or that your Bible commentary says it was, you may not think much
of it. However, because that claim invalidates true prophecy and turns
God's words into human commentary, it may cause you to doubt all Old
Testament truth. But when the claims are grouped together, it shows
how nonsensical they are.

400 BC
Writing of the 39 books of the It may be difficult to believe that a God outside of time could
Old Testament complete. communicate not only future events to his prophets and also consistently
assure them of core eternal truths such as life after death but | think it is
200 BC much more difficult to believe in some totally unproven group of writers
Book of Enoch written influenced by those who lived after them (still a dating problem) to
concoct after-the-fact prophecy and promises of eternal life
33AD from a god they know to be a lie.
Resurrection of Jesus, definitive proof of
70 AD God's gracious gift of e after death, How much easier on the mind and heart to slightly alter the challenge of
Book of 4 Evra Writan St B D £ Jesus (from Matt. 22:29) and to simply "read the scriptures
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and believe in the power of God."
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