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The Christian faith
is grounded in
space and time

* Qur faith is not a fanciful story, but one rooted
in true history in real places.

¢ This series of Maps (most Creative Commons, Wikipedia
licenses) illustrates the places God'’s incredible
preparation for the birth of Jesus took place.

e All the maps are of the SAME AREA at
different times and emphasizing different
parts of the story.
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* For a detailed lesson on the 7 Parts of God’s
Advent and downloadable handouts, go to
www.Bible805.com. 7
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The Mediterranean World

Home of God’s
Chosen people
the nation of
Israel, founded
by Abraham.
His sons Isaac
and Jacob lived
there and then
Jacobs 12 sons
. went to Egypt

| where they
lived for 400
years and grew
into a nation.

0 H 237, CC BY-SA 4.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons

Assyrian Deportation

A R After God brought His
- people out of Egypt,
their covenant with
Him was if they
worshipped Him only
and were obedient to
Him, they would be
blessed and stay in the
land. If not, they would
be thrown out of it.

They disobeyed and
after hundreds of years
of warnings were
conquered and
deported, first by
Assyria, then by
Babylon.

Chaldean, CC BY-SA 3.0 <http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/>, via Wikimedia Commons
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these
deportations is
that there are
now Jewish
settlements all
over this huge
area.

Bab

_:'L> e Vil e o

lenian Deportations The result of

In addition to the
scattering of the
people, they
brought with
them the worship
of the one true
God,
establishment of
synagogues, and
copies of God’s
written word
promising the
Messiah.

ase map), CC BY-SA 4.0
<https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
sa/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons

The Babylonian
Empire was then
conquered by
the Medes and
Persians who
were then
conquered by
Alexander, who
required all the
people in it to
adopt the Kione
Greek language.
For purposes of
trade, culture,
and political
expediency, even
those outside his
empire adopted
Greek as the
universal
language also.

Generic Mapping Tools, CC BY-SA 3.0 <http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/>, via Wikimedia Commons
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Tataryn, CC BY-SA 3.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0>, via Wikimedia Commons

The next great
empire was
Rome. In the
vast lands they
conquered,
they enforced
the Pax
Romana and
built roads
linking the
entire empire
and all the
scattered
Jewish
communities
back to
Jerusalem and
a way to safely
travel to it.
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Roman Roads throughout the Empire and the Pax Romana

Mare Cantabricum
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Marked on the
Roman roads.

L CIXMANIA INFERION.

Ochoa Siguencia, Luis & Gomez-Ulalate, Martin & Kamara, Afroditi. (2016). Cultural Management and Tourism in European Cultural
Routes: from theory to practice.
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Paul’s journeys over Roman Roads, to Jewish Synagogues, all having the same
scriptures, with the same prophecies about the Messiah
Much of the same
area and the same
roads were then
traveled by the
Apostle Paul to
share the good
news about Jesus—
as he traveled from
synagogue to
synagogue and
read the scriptures
in Greek and
Mpoc P taught them how
= Jesus fulfilled the
Ieprobdeies X
o prophecies about
Amogtdhov Maviov )
1n mepiodeia the IOng-aWalted
2n meplodeia .
— 31} TIEpIOBEIT Messiah.
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Geraki at the Greek language Wikipedia, CC BY-SA 3.0 GR <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/gr/deed.en>, via
Wikimedia Commons
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In closing

¢ When we see how God has worked in history, using real
places and real people in real times as challenging and
more than what we are living through to bring all the
chaos to a good conclusion, to tie it all together in this case
with the Birth of Jesus.....

* We can’t help but praise and trust Him at how He will work
for good with all the scattered puzzle pieces of our lives.

¢ And | wonder too, millennia from now how we might look
back from heaven at our time on earth and understand
what divinely-ordained story we may be part of.

* Until then, let’s praise our God who works all together for
the good of those who trust Him.

11

That’s all for now

* For related materials and links to a podcast
and videos suitable for a class or small
group, go to www.bible805.com.

e Links to the website and other resources
are below this video.

* Be sure to subscribe to this channel
because there is lots more coming up to
help you know, trust and apply the Bible.

* In closing, I’'m Yvon Prehn, your fellow
pilgrim, writer and teacher for Jesus and
until next time on Bible805 may God
surround you with His grace, assure you of
His love, and fill you with His peace as you
walk with Him now and forever, amen.
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