The last days of Israel and what they
teach us about truth, history, and the

importance of obeying God
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God works in history
Our Bible is true history
Not simply fanciful or inspiring stories
We see this underscored quite well in our lesson
today where we will look at how God’s patience
finally gave out concerning Israel and why they
were destroyed as a nation

. As you’ll see all of what is talked about in the
Bible is verified in secular history

Why is knowing what we study is true history

important?
Important because Biblical Christian faith is
different from many religions and even from
unbiblical, post-biblical Christianity
Many religions are primarily “spiritua
People believe in some sort of vaguely comforting
“god”
Who doesn’t seem to have many preferences as
to how people live on a daily basis outside of
requiring some basic ethics
And who upon death accepts everyone into the
light or they are dissolved into an impersonal

|”

eternal soul

In contrast -- Biblical Christian faith asserts that

. God created a world and put humans into it
made of flesh and blood

. Sin was a physical act; punishment a physical

punishment of banishment from the garden
Also the penalty of death both was more than
spiritual separation from God—they physically
died
Jesus came in the flesh—lived as a man, though
yet God
Died a physical death and bodily rose from the
dead
Promised all who believe in him they would do
the same
These things are not accepted by many in both
other religions and in post-Biblical Christianity
But these issues are at the core of the Christian
faith—they are what we hold to be true
How do we know if something is true?

Review from Truth and History series:

Truth Corresponds to Reality

. Definition of Truth: “the body of real things,
events, and facts; the property of being in accord
with fact or reality” Merriam-Webster Dictionary

Geisler: Falsehood, . . .does not correspond. . .
.The intent behind the statement is irrelevant. If
it lacks proper correspondence [with reality], it is
false.”
So how do we find out if the Bible corresponds to
reality?

History is one option

. Foundational—because for any religion to be true
theologically, it should also have a true historical
basis.

. Every religion requires that believers accept more
than facts, and have faith.

The historical facts of any religion should be true;
they should correspond to reality.
The Christian faith claims it does

That it is: Historical & Evidential

True history based on true evidence

The Bible is full of verifiable historical content:
“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a
decree that a census should be taken of the
entire Roman world. Luke 2:1”

- “In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah’s
reign, Sennacherib king of Assyria attacked
all the fortified cities of Judah and captured
them. Kings 18:13”

. We’d expect these events to correspond to
historical fact.

And they do

. Caesar—we know much secular history supports
what we know of his life and times

. On Sennacherib's Prism, he says this of Hezekiah:

"As for the king of Judah, Hezekiah, who had not
submitted to my authority, | besieged and
captured forty-six of his fortified cities, along with
many smaller towns, taken in battle with my
battering rams . . . As for Hezekiah, | shut him up
like a caged bird in his royal city of Jerusalem.

More on the historical basis for the Assyrian empire
Buried and doubted for thousands of years...
In 1845 the young British diplomat Austen Henry
Layard explored the ruins. Layard did not use
modern archaeological methods; his stated goal
was "to obtain the largest possible number of
well-preserved objects of art at the least possible
outlay of time and money”
In the Kuyunjik mound, Layard rediscovered in
1849 the lost palace of Sennacherib with its 71
rooms and colossal bas-reliefs. He also unearthed
the palace and famous library of Ashurbanipal
with 22,000 cuneiform clay tablets.

. Included the Epic of Gilgamesh

. Code of Hammurabi



Thousands more of battles, treaties that verify

Old Testament timelines and history

Artist rendering, photographs

One of the winged bull gates

Tablets and stele—various shapes and sizes—all
detailed

Excavations still being done when and where possible
from 2008

The historical basis of our Bible and of this section of
history is TRUE

Look at 2 Kings 17 and see what happened and
what we can learn from it

2 Kings 17 The Message (MSG)

17 ¥21n the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah,
Hoshea son of Elah became king of Israel. He
ruled in Samaria for nine years. As far as God was
concerned, he lived a bad life, but not nearly as
bad as the kings who had preceded him.

35Then Shalmaneser king of Assyria attacked.
Hoshea was already a puppet of the Assyrian king
and regularly sent him tribute, but Shalmaneser
discovered that Hoshea had been operating
traitorously behind his back—having worked out
a deal with King So of Egypt. And, adding insult to
injury, Hoshea was way behind on his annual
payments of tribute to Assyria. So the king of
Assyria arrested him and threw him in prison,
then proceeded to invade the entire country. He
attacked Samaria and threw up a siege against it.
The siege lasted three years.

®1n the ninth year of Hoshea’s reign the king of
Assyria captured Samaria and took the people
into exile in Assyria. He relocated them in Halah,
in Gozan along the Habor River, and in the towns
of the Medes.

Why this happened

712 The exile came about because of sin: The
children of Israel sinned against God, their God,
who had delivered them from Egypt and the
brutal oppression of Pharaoh king of Egypt. They
took up with other gods, fell in with the ways of
life of the pagan nations God had chased off, and
went along with whatever their kings did. They
did all kinds of things on the sly, things offensive
to their God, then openly and shamelessly built
local sex-and-religion shrines at every available
site. They set up their sex-and-religion symbols at
practically every crossroads. Everywhere you
looked there was smoke from their pagan
offerings to the deities—the identical offerings
that had gotten the pagan nations off into exile.
They had accumulated a long list of evil actions
and God was fed up, fed up with their persistent

worship of gods carved out of deadwood or
shaped out of clay, even though God had plainly
said, “Don’t do this—ever!”

13 God had taken a stand against Israel and
Judah, speaking clearly through countless holy
prophets and seers time and time again, “Turn
away from your evil way of life. Do what | tell you
and have been telling you in The Revelation | gave
your ancestors and of which I've kept reminding
you ever since through my servants the
prophets.”

Result

2Kings7:14 Bt they would not listen and were as
stiff-necked as their ancestors, who did not trust
in the Lord their God. * They rejected his decrees
and the covenant he had made with their
ancestors and the statutes he had warned them
to keep. They followed worthless idols and
themselves became worthless.

We become like what we love

“Guard your heart.”

Sins detailed

What

2Kings 17:16 They forsook all the commands of

the Lord their God and made for themselves two
idols cast in the shape of calves, and an

Asherah pole. They bowed down to all the starry
hosts, and they worshiped Baal. 7 They
sacrificed their sons and daughters in the fire.
They practiced divination and sought omens and
sold themselves to do evil in the eyes of the Lord,
arousing his anger.

happened

24The king of Assyria brought people from
Babylon, Kuthah, Avva, Hamath and Sepharvaim
and settled them in the towns of Samaria to
replace the Israelites. They took over Samaria and
lived in its towns.

But God’s demands didn’t change, nor his
reaction

Z5When they first lived there, they did not
worship the Lord; so he sent lions among them
and they killed some of the people. 261t was
reported to the king of Assyria: “The people you
deported and resettled in the towns of Samaria
do not know what the god of that country
requires. He has sent lions among them, which
are killing them off, because the people do not
know what he requires.”

27Then the king of Assyria gave this order: “Have
one of the priests you took captive from Samaria
go back to live there and teach the people what
the god of the land requires.” 22So one of the
priests who had been exiled from Samaria came



to live in Bethel and taught them how to worship
the Lord.

Their response

2Kings 17:29 N eyertheless, each national group made
its own gods in the several towns where they
settled, and set them up in the shrines the people
of Samaria had made at the high places.3*The
people from Babylon made Sukkoth Benoth,
those from Kuthah made Nergal, and those from
Hamath made Ashima; 3! the Avvites made Nibhaz
and Tartak, and the Sepharvites burned their
children in the fire as sacrifices to

Adrammelek and Anammelek, the gods of
Sepharvaim. 3 They worshiped the Lord, but they
also appointed all sorts of their own people to
officiate for them as priests in the shrines at the
high places. 33 They worshiped the Lord, but they
also served their own gods in accordance with the
customs of the nations from which they had been
brought.. . ... 4 They would not listen, however,
but persisted in their former practices. 4 Even
while these people were worshiping

the Lord, they were serving their idols. To this day
their children and grandchildren continue to do as
their ancestors did.

Always the challenge to worship God only

What are some things we add to it?

And that of course the origin of the hostility of Jews
and Samaritans

Jewish people after their own exile and return
chose disdain and hatred

Until one day. ...

A new prophet used the example of a Samaritan
to illustrate what it meant to live out the greatest
commandment (to love God and neighbors), Luke
10:25-37

And to share the good news of God’s love and
salvation with a most unlikely Samaritan woman
and to use her to bring many to faith (John
4:1-42)

Final applications

God’s Word is based on true history and can be
trusted

God never gives up on people

Israel sinned; Samaritans sinned

But Jesus stopped by and changed everything

Our application: no matter what our history, Jesus
can use us to bring his message of salvation to our
world

What a joy that is to us!

The Samaritan woman found living water and she
was never thirsty again

Jesus waits to do that for each of us.

Whatever your hunger, whatever your past,
believe Jesus when he said
Whoever drinks the water | give them will never thirst.
Indeed, the water | give them will become in them a
spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
John 4:14



